Religion

The school is non-denominational by foundation although its ethos is based upon the Christian tradition.  The College has a small chapel and an honorary Anglican Chaplain, Rev. Rob Dewing.  Any formal services usually follow the Anglican pattern.

Teaching of religious studies adopts an ecumenical approach and the subject is presented in a non-aggressive fashion.  Pupils are accepted into College from all faiths and in practice have few problems in integrating into morning assemblies or other aspects of corporate College life.
Reports

We provide two types of report:

1. 
End of Term reports: Written at the end of Terms (except for the Term 





in which there is a Parents’ Evening) 
2.
Interim Reports: At every half-term, giving up-to-date information on pupils’ progress

The exact style of report will change in some details as a pupil progresses through the school. 

Effort and Achievement

In all years a pupil’s progress is summarised under the headings Effort and Achievement.

Effort indicates how hard your son/daughter is working and Achievement shows how successful a pupil has been in his/her subjects, measured against national criteria or the performance of other pupils. 

Of the two, perhaps Effort is more important as it shows whether your son/daughter is doing all that he/she can to achieve academic success – or perhaps that he/she could improve with greater determination. It is difficult to assess effort objectively and parents have to rely on the experience and professionalism of staff. The assessments of all the members of staff that teach a pupil can show a clear pattern of improving (or flagging) effort. Every pupil in the School should be capable of achieving at least B grades in his/her GCSE subjects if he/she works hard throughout his/her time at Churcher’s.

Each student is graded in 6 key areas, with a particular emphasis upon the effort/attitude the pupil has shown:
	EFFORT
	1. 
Punctuality: ability to meet work deadlines + arriving at   the classroom

	
	2.
 Personal organisation: bringing the right work/equipment + efficiency in its use

	
	3. 
Oral participation: answering/asking questions + involvement in group work

	
	4. 
Homework: Attitude towards assignments and their 
presentation

	
	5.
Classwork: Attitude towards written assignments, 
presentation + behaviour


Criteria for awarding the effort grades:
In each of the areas 1 - 5, a five point scale is used (E, G, S, OC, NS). Below are some descriptors to guide you but it is not essential for a pupil to satisfy all the criteria to be placed in that category… the principle of “best fit” applies. No fixed proportion of each effort grade is assigned to a class/group. Therefore, awards should be made solely on the basis of each individual’s performance in that category.

	
	Meeting Deadlines
	Organisation
	Participation
	Homework
	In Class

	Ex
Excellent
	Assignments always completed on time
	All equipment always brought to lesson
	Always volunteers contribution to lesson
	Always completed to best of ability
	Always works hard and with interest

	Go
Good
	Meets deadlines almost without exception.
	Equipment almost always brought to lesson
	Regularly volunteers contribution to lesson
	Almost always completed to best of ability
	Regularly works hard and with interest

	Sa
Satisfactory
	Assignments usually completed on time. 
	Equipment usually brought to lesson
	Sometimes volunteers contribution to lesson
	Usually completed to best of ability
	Makes an acceptable effort

	Oc
Of

Some Concern
	Some assignments not completed on time.
	Occasionally forgets to bring the equipment
	Rarely volunteers contribution to lesson 
	Rarely completed to best of ability
	Sometimes unable to maintain focus in class

	Ns
Not Satisfactory
	Assignments regularly not completed on time. 
	Regularly fails to bring equipment to lesson
	Never volunteers contribution to lesson
	Regularly an unacceptable effort 
	Unfocussed, possibly disruptive


Criteria for awarding the attainment grades:
It is possible that a purely quantative assessment (totting up marks) of the student’s performance may provide an inaccurate impression of ability and achievement levels. When assessing the overall attainment of a pupil, BOTH term and test work are taken into account.
	Grade
	Descriptor

	1
	Exceeds expectations of Churcher’s pupils of this age

	2
	Meets expectations of Churcher’s pupils of this age

	3
	Generally meets expectations but some weaknesses evident

	4
	Experiences difficulties keeping up with other pupils of this age



































Years 1-3

End of Term Report


At the end of every term (in which there is not a parents’ evening), parents receive a report with a written comment on every subject, activities and a form tutor’s and Headmaster’s report.


Effort and attainment grades are given on each of the criteria outlined above. 

Interim Report


At every half term, parents receive a grading card that includes effort 
and attainment grades as outlined above. 

Fourth and Fifth Year

For these two years it becomes desirable (and more practicable) to link our assessments of achievement with the standards required for GCSE grades. 

The pattern of reporting is the same as for the first three years and Effort grades are given in exactly the same way. Achievement grades now become A, B, C, D or E and the letter given is an estimate of the GCSE grade to which the pupil’s progress, effort and attitude so far are likely to lead.

Sixth Form  

In the Sixth Form pupils will be taking AS and A2 level courses. Pupils study fewer subjects than before, but in far greater depth, and consequently we give more detailed written reports at the end of term. 

Effort grades are awarded as in the Lower School, but achievement grades A, B, C, D, E, or U are used. The letter given is an estimate of the A level (or AS level) grade to which the pupil’s effort and attitude so far are likely to lead. 

Each pupil meets with their personal tutor, on an individual basis, to discuss the contents of the report, review progress and set targets. 













Years 1 - 3:


























Years 4, 5, L6 + U6:





The letter (normally A, B, C, D, E) is an estimate of the GCSE or A-level grade to which the student’s current progress, effort and attitude so far are likely to lead. 








